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 “The third language is their own. Outsiders call it a dialect.” 

–Roger Shattuck 
 
 
 
Obsessed by prepubescent girls 
the luminosity of angels 
the Bible bound in shiny fish skin 
 
Obsessed by her good manners 
a paradise or hell 
the dream of a curling-iron 
 
Obsessed by pleasing objects 
a sexual trauma 
the Virgin on the altar 
 
Obsessed by a body unlike a body 
a crease in the light 
the mystery of capital letters 
 
Obsessed by the danger of drowning 
the perfection of philosophical dogma 
the meaning of cool 
 
Obsessed by the gaps that form character 
the functions of rhetoric in myth 
by what is called “loss of a soul” 
 
Obsessed by a sense of anecdote 
occult symbols of pity 
the elimination of objects from his paintings 
 
Obsessed by war as an act of coitus 
repression as historical fact 
bridges in flames as we pass 
 
Obsessed by all variety of bird 
universal male suffrage 
the contingent world 


